
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Keynote Speakers 

 

Dr. N. Piers Ludlow, LSE 

« Of treaties, conventions, and habits :  
   How formal integration interacts with informal » 

(23 March, 17h45-19h00) 

 

Prof. Dr. Christine Neuhold, Maastricht University 

« Trying to capture and study the ‘invisible’ :  
   Informal governance in the EU » 

(24 March, 9h15-10h15) 

 

 

 

23-25 March 2017 

 

Location 

 

23 March 

Historical archives of the European Parliament - 
Bâtiment Robert Schuman 
Place de l’Europe, L-2929 Luxembourg 

 

24-25 March 

Maison Robert Schuman 
21, Place Sainte Cunégonde, L-2728 Luxembourg   
 

Language 

English 
 

Registration (deadline: 10 March 2017)  

& Contact by e-mail to :  

 
Mechthild Herzog          mechthild.herzog@uni.lu 
Lennaert van Heumen      l.vanheumen@let.ru.nl 

 
 
Thierry Grosbois 

 

 

 

23-25 March 2017 

The Informal Construction of Europe  

13th History of  European Integration Research Society (HEIRS) 
Conference 
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The Informal Construction of Europe 

13th HEIRS Conference, 23-25 March 2017 

 

The History of European Integration Research Society (HEIRS) holds its 2017 annual conference in Luxembourg. HEIRS is 

a postgraduate student network. It aims at fostering the collaboration and interaction of postgraduate researchers across 

Europe with an interest in European integration history. This conference brings together PhD students, post-doc and more 

experienced scholars from various disciplines to discuss their work. 

 

This year’s HEIRS conference focuses on the informal construction of Europe. Although treaties and laws constitute the 

formal fundaments of European integration, informal activities on the European intergovernmental, supranational and 

transnational stage have often been a necessary precondition for concerted action leading to binding agreements and political 

change. National delegations met not only at negotiation tables when drafting new Community treaties or negotiating legal 

texts, but made decisive bargains in informal settings. Members of supranational institutions, such as notably the European 

Court of Justice, the European Parliament and, more recently, the European Central Bank, went far beyond the framework 

of tasks and responsibilities initially provided for them, and thus decisively shaped their own role as well as European policy 

areas. Interest groups have aimed to exert influence on decision-makers by way of informal strategies ranging from 

argumentative persuasion to political pressure. 

 

In the course of European integration, not only soaring ambitions of governments, institutions or individuals led to the deviation 

from officially outlined paths and procedures: in the construction of a united Europe, events such as crises and conflicts 

opened up or pointed out voids in the evolving trans- and supranational structures. Hence, those concerned with finding 

European level solutions had little choice but to seek new, effective, though not (yet) provided ways to solve arising issues. 

In many cases, these new ways served those pursuing them in strengthening their own institution in the long term, although 

it regularly brought them into conflict with (supra)national actors and vested interests. This conference sheds light on as yet 

under-researched aspects of informal activism and its impact on European integration. 

 

HEIRS is very grateful for the financial support it receives for this conference from the Robert Schuman Institute of European 

Affairs, the Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary and Digital History (C2DH), and the research unit Identités. Politiques, 

Sociétés, Espaces (IPSE) at the University of Luxembourg. 

 

Interested scholars and students are invited to attend individual panels and keynote speeches, or participate in the entire 

conference. Due to limited space, we would like to ask you to send an e-mail to Mechthild Herzog (mechthild.herzog@uni.lu) 

and Lennaert van Heumen (l.vanheumen@let.ru.nl) to register as a participant either for specific sessions or for the entire 

conference. There is no conference fee.  

 

 

 

https://heirsweb.wordpress.com/
http://wwwen.uni.lu/recherche/robert_schuman_institute_of_european_affairs
http://wwwen.uni.lu/recherche/robert_schuman_institute_of_european_affairs
http://wwwen.uni.lu/c2dh
http://wwwen.uni.lu/recherche/flshase/identites_politiques_societes_espaces_ipse
http://wwwen.uni.lu/recherche/flshase/identites_politiques_societes_espaces_ipse
mailto:mechthild.herzog@uni.lu


 

 

Programme

 

Day I: Thursday, 23 March 2017  

 

Historical Archives of the European Parliament  
Bâtiment Robert Schuman (Place de l'Europe, L-2929 Luxembourg) 

 

 13.30-14.00 Arrival, welcome coffee 

 14.00-14.30 Welcome, Historical Archives of the EP – brief presentation 

 14.30-15.45 Panel 1: A Europe at peace – Designs beyond state-run diplomacy (part 1) 

o Yamal Kouli, Intergovernmentalism avant la lettre? - European integration and the nation-state before 

World War I 

o Jorrit Steehouder and Clemens Van den Berg, A Wartime Narrative of Hope: the Freiburger Kreis’ 1943 

Denkschrift as a Blueprint for Europe 

 15.45-16.00 Coffee 

 16.00-17.15 Panel 1: A Europe at peace – Designs beyond state-run diplomacy (part 2) 

o Stephan Laffin, Carlo Sforza, the Politics of Europeanization and Italy’s role post-World War 

o Milosz Zielinski, Grey eminences and informal governance – Joseph Retinger's role in the process of 

European Integration 

 17.15-17.45 Break 

 17.45-19.00 Keynote 1: Of treaties, conventions, and habits: how formal integration interacts with informal (N. Piers 

Ludlow, LSE) 

  

Day II: Friday, 23 March 2017 

 

Maison Robert Schuman (4, rue Jules Wilhelm, L-2728 Luxembourg) 

 

 9.15-10.15 Keynote 2: Trying to capture and study the ‘invisible’: Informal governance in the EU (Christine 

Neuhold, Maastricht University) 

 10.15-10.30 Coffee 

 10.30-12.15 Panel 2: The impact of intermediary actors in the EC during the 1960s-1970s 

o Lars Lehmann, ‘’The Universities Europe’’: Rectors and Vice Chancellors and European Politics in the 

Post-War Period 

o Lola Avril, European competition lawyers as intermediaries between the administration and companies: the 

case of the procedure reform in the 1970’s 

o Elena Danescu, Ideas, Individuals and Transnational Elite Networks in Shaping: the European Monetary 

Integration in the 1970s 

 12.15-13.00 Sandwich lunch 



 

 13.00-14.45 Panel 3: How to Europeanise the newcomers – Informal integration in the UK, Spain and Portugal 

o Mathias Haeussler, A ‘converted European’? James Callaghan and the ‘Europeanization’ of British foreign 

policy in the 1970s 

o Carlos López Gómez, The appeal and Limitations of Federalism: the European Union of Federalists and 

the Spanish Transition to Democracy 

o Pedro Sousa, Portugal and the EEC accession: the politico-diplomatic perspective and informal procedures 

 14.45-15.00 Coffee 

 15.00-16.45 Panel 4: The informal construction of Europe beyond the EC in the 1970s-1980s 

o Ilaria Zamburlini, Human rights and EC’s development aid policies in the 1970s. The role of the Anti-

Slavery Society, the European Movement and Amnesty International in influencing the EC institutions 

o Andi Shehu, Formalizing Informality: European Role in the Institutionalization Process of the G7 Summits 

from 1975 to 1979 

o Sara Venditti, The European defense and the industrial debates: the Western European Union as an 

informal tool for the European integration during the 1980s 

 17.00-18.30 Historic Sites of European Integration in the City of Luxembourg (city tour) 

 19.00 Conference dinner 

 

Day III: Saturday, 25 March 2017 

 

Maison Robert Schuman (4, rue Jules Wilhelm, L-2728 Luxembourg) 

 

 9.30-10.45 Panel 5: Informal procedures in the EU’s supranational institutions and networks in the 2000s (part 1) 

o Daniel Schade, Fuzzy roles in EU external relations governance: The difficult construction of EEAS-

Commission relations after the Lisbon Treaty 

o Milan Kreuschitz, Seeking Private Industry Involvement in European Union R&D Collaboration: The 

Example of the Joint Technology Initiative Fuel Cells and Hydrogen 

 10.45-11.00 Coffee 

 11.00-12.45 Panel 5: Informal procedures in the EU’s supranational institutions and networks in the 2000s (part 2) 

o Vladimir Bortun, The role of the transform! europe network in the creation of the European Left Party 

o Anastasia Mitronatsiou, EU parliamentarization of EU trade policy and CFSP: a growing (in)formal role of 

the European Parliament 

o Xinchuchu Gao, Common Commercial Policy and the Commission's (informal?) temporary co-operation 

with the member states 

 12.45-13.15 Concluding discussion 

 13.15 Sandwich lunch, end of Conference

  

   


